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Club XMAS Party + Araluen to the Clyde Trip 



 

 

 

Hi Jeeples, with the year winding down & the Festive season in full 
swing, I would like to thank you everyone who recently attended 
our  Xmas Party Event weekend held out at Bungendore Show-
ground's. The event was run over the weekend incorporating 
camping, wheeling & a big Xmas Party BBQ dinner.  
 

It was great to see so many families get involved over the weekend 
weather it was camping for the weekend, or joining us for the drive 

on Saturday, or just making it along for the BBQ dinner on Saturday night. For a small club we 
had over 40 people attend the dinner which was an excellent turnout. We also welcomed Brett 
Quodling & family, from Jeep City who helped sponsored the event as well, which was greatly 
appreciated. We also organised some wonderful lucky door prizes which were well received, 
along with some nice prizes & treats especially for the kids. 
 

The 2 nights that we spent in camp at showground's were very enjoyable as we spent time 
musing around the camp fire & catching up with everyone, along with sharing some refreshing 
drinks. Come Saturday when we rallied the troops to head out on drives the majority of people 
headed out to Tallaganda Nation Park, lead by Marek to head over some familiar trails used for 
Camp Bungendore back in 2015. We soon discovered that the big hill climb had been graded 
& instead of it being a real challenge with its ruts, it was just a case of a series of steep as-
cents, even the first tricky hill climb had been graded & was just another steep ascent. After 
that initial disappointment we continued on our way & covered some familiar trails making our 
way around the bottom of Main Range trail until we came up to the big bog hole.  
 

While most people choose to do the alternative route which was no chicken track, Andrew felt 
that he needed to take on the bog hole again! Needless to say we all watched & felt a real 
sense of “deja-vu” as he attempted to drive through. Even his newly appointed 35’s didn’t give 
him the lift & traction that he needed to claw his way out, hence he had to winch himself out. 
On the move again we opted to head out the back way, but it wasn’t before too long Andrew’s 
Jeep started to have overheating issues, did I mention “deja-vu”. After cooling his vehicle down 
we took our time to return to the campsite where we were greeted by other members turning 
up for the nights festivities.   
 

It was a great day out on the trails & it was certainly great to get out as a club & wheel togeth-
er, & for those who had not done these trails beforehand they too also found it a great experi-
ence.  A big thankyou goes out Marek who lead us out on the trails on Saturday into Tal-
lagandra NP. With Saturday night in full swing back at the dinning hall at Bungers  it was great 
to have Steve, Mandy’s partner get his guitar out for us & do a live performance of some clas-
sic songs.  

Presidents note…  

  

 



 

 Club Sponsors... 

This helped provide some great entertainment as dinner was being cooked. It was so great to 
see so many club members get involved & help out in different areas throughout the night as 
well. However it would be very remise of me not mention a special thanks to Lyn, Claire, Man-
dy & Jenny who helped setup the hall & with the catering, to Lloyd, Chris, Gav & Maree who 
organised the BBQ-ing well done guys, to Steve who kept us entertained all night with his gui-
tar, you're dead-set rock star Steve & to everyone who helped clean-up the facility! Plus a 
huge thankyou goes out to Jeepcity for sponsoring the night & of course the support of 
Bungendore Showground Trust for the venue! 
 

Hence following this page you will find lots of photos from the weekend which were captured 
by various club members & highlight what a good weekend we all had! Towards the back pag-
es of this newsletter I’ve also included an article submitted by Troy Rollan on his Joint Club 
trip that he ran earlier in the year from Araluen to the Clyde, thanks Troy! 
 

Plus the most up to date copy of 2016 Schedule of Events calendar has been added for your 
reference. Don’t forget Jeeples to submit your nominations for the 2015 Club Awards. This 
can be done via an email to president@actjeeptraction.com  Categories this year include Club 
Person of the Year, Best Trip/Event Leader, Multimedia Post of the Year & 4 Recovery 
Awards. Please get your votes in asap please so we have enough time to get the trophies 
organised.  
 

I would like to wish all of our members, their families & sponsors a very merry Christmas & a 
safe & enjoyable New Year’s break. For those of us that are travelling further afield please 
take care on the road & allow plenty of time to get to your destinations. We all have club stick-
ers on our Jeeps, so please remember good driving skills will represent our club & what we 
stand for.  
 

Regards Paul. 

http://www.mickeythompsontires.com.au/
mailto:president@actjeeptraction.com


 2016 Club XMAS Party — on the Trails at Tallaganda 



 

 





 









 



2016 Club XMAS Party — The Party, Bungendore Showgrounds Dinning Hall 



Elliot Falls 



2016 Club XMAS Party — Around the Campsite 



Elliot Falls 





*Please note the above dates are subject to change, please check general meeting minutes, 
Facebook & future newsletters for u p- dates. Inclusion of additional events & info will be up-
dated as soon as possible..  



Club Joint Trip — Araluen to the Clyde,  29 August 2015 by Troy Rollan 

A joint trip between the ACT Jeep Traction club and the ACT All Terrain club was devised to re-
establish an old relationship and to have some fun on the trails. The trip was to traverse the moun-
tain range between Araluen Dry Creek area and the Misty mountain road on the Clyde. A recce 
was completed the weekend before to ensure the track was clear but the track was reasonably 
uneventful and it was feared that it may have been a little tame – only offering a few rocky steep 
sections and subdued creek crossings. However during the week between the recce and the trip – 
there was considerable rain in the area which certainly improved the drive.  
 
On an overcast morning the groups gathered at Queanbeyan McDonalds at 8am and the rest of 
the group were picked up at Bungendore, then group headed for Araluen stopping only briefly in 
Braidwood. There were approximately 11 vehicles in the convoy between both clubs with healthy 
sledging of vehicles on both sides. With all other vehicle type owners eventually conceding that 
Jeep (specifically wranglers) were in fact the superior off road weapon.   

 
We aired down at Araluen 
and the storm clouds and 
light intermittent rain threat-
ened the trip but all re-
mained committed. After a 
few bolts on a Jeep JK 
supercharger were nipped 
up we headed off for the 
turn into the mountain 
range.  There were initial 
steep climbs – steep 
enough to just have 
enough traction to do the 
climb without spin. On this 
track there were also a 
number of switchbacks and 

rocky down hill sections but no issues were encountered by the party. We had lunch at a flat sec-
tion before the final creek run. The creek sections were up due to the rain which greatly improved 
the interest factor with a number of crossings being at tyre height or above and reasonably fast 
flowing. There were number of sections that required us to drive up the creeks, which served no 
other issue for vehicles other one jeep throwing a supercharger belt with water in the engine bay, 
which was easily put back on.  
 
The trip concluded at a civilised time in the afternoon (around 4pm) with a leisurely run out Misty 
Mountain road, and the convoy airing up just prior to getting back onto the Kings Highway.  
 
A Good day had by all with no dramas – look forward to doing another Joint run next year.  
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 Club Contacts details… 
 

President -  Paul Simmons  president@actjeeptraction.com 
 

Vice President -  Louise MacDonald vicepresident@actjeeptraction.com 
 

Treasurer -  Paul Hannelly treasurer@actjeeptraction.com   
 

Secretary  -  Mandy Wade secretary@actjeeptraction.com  
 

NSW & ACT 4WD Assoc. Rep. - Troy Rollan 4wdassocrep@actjeeptraction.com 
 

Trips Co-ordinator - Gavin Bartell  trips@actjeeptraction.com 
 

Public Officer - Gavin Bartell  profficer@actjeeptraction.com 
 

Web Master - Alan MacDonald webmaster@actjeeptraction.com 
 

Facebook  www.facebook.com/ActJeeptraction 
 

 Website www.actjeeptraction.com    
 

Postal PO Box 132 Erindale ACT 2903 
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